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Why I “Take the Lead”

High Park is a special place. I love to come here 
with my dog! Sometimes we visit  Dog Hill where 
my pet can run free and play with other dogs. 
Sometimes we walk along the part of Spring 
Road and nearby woodland trail designated as 
an Off-Leash Area where my pet can walk with me 
off-leash. 

Everywhere else we go in this beautiful park, I am 
proud to “Take the Lead” and keep my dog on-
leash, as required by City bylaws. This has so 
many benefits!

• I know where my pet is at all times.

• I never need to worry about unpleasant
encounters with other dogs or wildlife

• It’s easy to pick up after my pet.

• By staying on trail we don’t trample
vegetation, compact the soil, spread seeds of 
invasive plants or disturb the wildlife who call
the park their home.

• Other people can approach and interact with
my pet if we all feel comfortable, or keep
their distance if they prefer.

• Children and seniors don’t need to worry
about my pet being overly friendly.

• By keeping my dog on-leash, I’m setting a
good example for others.
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High Park is one of the most significant 
natural areas in Toronto. It is known for its 
biodiversity and rare habitats, including 
the Black Oak Savannah and the 
Grenadier Pond Wetland Complex. 

The park is vital to birds and other wildlife 
who live and pass through here. A major 
portion of High Park has been given 
special protected status by the City and 
the Province.

High Park is also very popular, with over a 
million visitors a year. If we all treat each 
other and the park with respect, we can 
help to heal and protect this precious 
place for everyone to enjoy, now and for 
years to come.  
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